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nearly 3000 public comments—ten times the number of 
comments submitted by our opponents.

We also maintained a vigilant presence at the state capitol 
and successfully defeated a host of proposals that would have 
reduced protections for endangered wolves and made logging 
the primary purpose of our state forests.

But, while holding the line has been an important part of our 
efforts this year, it’s certainly not all that we’ve accomplished! 
Sierra Club volunteers in Corvallis led the charge to establish 
the state’s strongest plastic bag ordinance. We worked with 
a coalition of fishing groups and moved the Oregon Board of 
Forestry to create a new category of state lands that will protect 
key areas for long-term conservation. And, we continued to  
lobby the Obama administration and our federal delegation in  
an effort to protect important federal lands and designate 
Oregon’s Owyhee Canyonlands as a national monument.

In this report, you’ll read more about our recent efforts and the 
volunteers that make this work possible. More importantly, you’ll 
discover the Sierra Club’s vision for a better Oregon—a vision of 
clear skies, old growth forests, free-flowing salmon streams, and 
wide open vistas. I hope you will choose to share that vision and 
support us with your time and generosity in the year ahead. 

Thank you so much for all you do to support the Sierra Club’s 
work in Oregon!

ouR vision

Dear Sierra Club Supporter,

Here in Oregon and around the country—when it comes to 
protecting the environment—much of this past year has been 
about holding the line. Holding the line against speculators who 
want to make Oregon a hub for exporting America’s natural gas 
overseas; against multi-national corporations that want to sell 
coal to China using Oregon’s ports and rail lines; against special 
interests who want to remove the prohibition against gas-
powered motors on Oregon’s pristine Waldo Lake; and against 
those who would eliminate protections for Oregon’s forests 
and wildlife. Fortunately, the Sierra Club is pretty good at 
collaborating with our partner organizations throughout Oregon, 
sharing resources, and working together to hold that line. 

This year our staff and volunteers have been active in state  
and federal proceedings that will determine the fate of liquefied 
natural gas exports in Oregon. And, we continue to organize, 
educate, and build support for renewable energy alternatives  
to meet our state’s energy needs.

With leadership from the Sierra Club, people from all corners  
of Oregon rallied earlier this year to urge Governor Kitzhaber  
to join the fight against dirty coal exports. The Governor has 
since noted his ‘grave concerns’ over coal export proposals  
and called on federal agencies to conduct a rigorous review 
before any coal export proposals move forward.

This spring, the Sierra Club encouraged a decisive vote by the 
Oregon Marine Board to protect Oregon’s remote and crystal-
clear Waldo Lake from gas-powered motors. We generated Brian Pasko, Director of Oregon Chapter Sierra Club

brian.pasko@sierraclub.org   503-238-0442 x301



Over the past year, the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club 
has continued our work to help secure a clean energy future 
for Oregon, our nation and the planet. We have worked to 
support the expansion of energy efficiency programs for 
homes, schools and businesses statewide. We’ve made it 
easier for Sierra Club members and others to switch to solar 
energy and reduce their electricity bills. And we’ve engaged 
deeply in Governor Kitzhaber’s 10-year energy plan to move 
Oregon beyond reliance on coal as an energy source. These 
efforts build on our previous years’ successes in securing a 
legally-binding closure for the Boardman coal-fired power 
plant—the state’s single largest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions and other air pollution—and our ongoing efforts to 
require PacifiCorp, Oregon’s second largest utility, to phase 
out its out-of-state coal fired power plant fleet.

In 2012, Governor Kitzhaber issued a 10-year energy plan 
which outlined several strategies to reduce Oregon’s reliance 
on coal and responsibly develop renewable energy. The 
Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club has been highly engaged 
in the process, providing input and feedback and promoting 
new policy ideas. Some of the concepts in the Governor’s 
plan include: offsetting all new growth in energy use 
through efficiency and conservation; developing a statewide 
renewable energy siting strategy to ensure renewable energy 
and new transmission do not harm sensitive areas and 
wildlife; and shifting to cleaner fuels in our transportation 
system. The Governor’s plan also calls for the expansion of 
Oregon’s innovative Clean Energy Works energy efficiency 
program and residential rooftop program, which has led to a 
new wave in rooftop solar over the past few years.  

Though he will likely face stiff opposition from oil, gas and 
coal industry lobbyists in implementing this plan, we believe 
the Governor is on the right track and will continue to support 
these efforts in the coming year.

Additionally, the Sierra Club renewed its partnership 
with Oregon-based solar installer, R.S. Energy. For  
the second year, our “Go Solar with the Sierra Club”  
program has provided Sierra Club members and supporters 
with low cost solar installation options and financing packages 
that make purchasing rooftop solar more affordable than 
ever before. By the end of 2012 we expect to have installed 
nearly 300 kwh of solar power on Sierra Club homes across 
Oregon. And, many of these homes have taken advantage of 
Oregon’s solar energy pilot program, which means that Sierra 
Club homeowners will be paid by their utilities for the energy 
they produce and send back to the electric grid. You can learn 
more about the “Go Solar with the Sierra Club” program at 
www.oregon.sierraclub.org/solar.

BloCkinG Fossil  
Fuel expoRts
In addition to these efforts to reduce Oregon’s greenhouse 
gas emissions and clean up our energy supply, we are working 
to prevent Oregon from becoming an exporter of dirty fossil 
fuels like coal and liquefied natural gas (LNG). No coal or 
natural gas is mined or produced in Oregon, but our ports, rail 
lines, rivers and communities are now being targeted by an 
unprecedented wave of fossil fuel export plans from some of 
the world’s largest energy companies.

seCuRinG ouR CleAn eneRGy FutuRe



BeyonD nAtuRAl GAs
Oregon currently faces two LNG export proposals and three 
proposals to export coal. The LNG export proposals came as 
little surprise. After years of denying that their real plans were 
to export low cost domestic natural gas to Asia, in mid-2012 
two companies vying to build LNG import terminals along the 
Columbia River near Astoria and in Coos Bay finally announced 
their real intentions. Knowing that LNG export would create 
a much bigger backlash, including over the potential of 
skyrocketing energy prices in Oregon, these companies hid 
their true plans for years. Fortunately, we successfully defeated 
their plans to develop LNG import terminals in sensitive 
coastal areas and hundreds of miles of gas pipelines that 
would cross hundreds of rivers and streams, old growth forests, 
and public and private lands. But in the fall of 2012, the Sierra 
Club once again found ourselves weighing in with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) asking for them to deny 
LNG export and pipeline development permits. All over the 
nation, gas companies are now proposing to export U.S. gas 
reserves, made abundant and cheap by controversial ‘fracking’ 
drilling technologies that have polluted ground water in many 
states. Working with the Sierra Club’s national Beyond Natural 
Gas campaign, we are involved in a nationwide effort to 
prevent LNG exports, including in Oregon.

BeyonD CoAl
The coal export proposals being planned for Oregon have 
emerged much more quickly than the drawn out LNG fight. 
Over the past year, three coal export proposals have been put 
forth in Oregon, and another three in Washington. All would 
bring coal by train or barge through the Columbia River Gorge, 

and even the smallest proposal would export enough coal to 
drastically increase Oregon’s greenhouse gas emissions and 
undermine all of our progress in closing the Boardman coal 
plant and other clean energy efforts. 

In response to these coal export plans, the Sierra Club has 
been working in communities up and down the I-5 corridor 
that are impacted by coal export plans for Coos Bay, as well 
as Hood River, Portland, St. Helens, and communities in 
between. In a short time, we have seen city councils, health 
professionals, Native American Tribes, and elected leaders 
from small-town mayors to Governor Kitzhaber and Senators 
Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden all raise concerns or state 
outright opposition to exporting coal. Through grassroots 
organizing, we have turned out hundreds at protests, public 
meetings and educational forums, and helped generate more 
than 20,000 comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
which is responsible for key permits that will determine 
whether these coal exports plans move forward. This fight 
is only intensifying as we enter 2013 and we will need your 
continued support to defeat these deep-pocketed and 
unscrupulous fossil fuel developers.

I D A H O

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

W Y O M I N G

M O N T A N A

GLACIER
NATIONAL PARK

P A C I F I C
O C E A N

YELLOWSTONE
NATIONAL PARK

BELLINGHAM

TACOMA

COOS BAY

ST. HELENS

LONGVIEW
VANCOUVER

GRAYS
HARBOR

PORTLAND HOOD
RIVER

BOARDMAN

SALEM

EUGENE

MISSOULA

BILLINGS

SPOKANE

LEAVENWORTH

SHERIDAN

GILETTE

COAL SHIPS TO ASIA

POWDER
RIVER
BASIN

SEATTLE

YAKIMA

LikeLy coaL train routes and export terminaLs throughout the northwest



exploRinG & enjoyinG

Every year, volunteers across Oregon lead hundreds of Sierra 
Club outings to Oregon’s special places, helping fulfill our 
mission to “explore, enjoy and protect” the planet. Of note 
are the dozens of outings led by our High Desert, State Forest, 
and Eastside campaign committees, which are designed to 
educate the public and recruit new volunteers to help us 
advance these important conservation initiatives.

support for creating new conservation areas. We are continuing 
to work with the Department of Forestry to put new conservation 
protections in place on state forests in 2013.

Meanwhile, we also worked to protect old-growth forests in 
central and eastern Oregon. Sierra Club volunteers worked 
tirelessly in 2012 to advance collaborative approaches that 
protect old-growth habitat and wildlife, create jobs in forest 
restoration, and reduce risk of wildfire near communities. To 
this end, we are partnering with a diverse array of stakeholders 
on the Deschutes Collaborative Land and Forest Restoration 

In 2012, the Sierra Club stood strong for the protection 
of Oregon’s forests, deserts and wildlife. We led the fight 
to save Oregon’s small population of endangered wolves 
when they were threatened by the Oregon legislature, 
and advanced new protections for state forests that are 

under constant threat from environmental rollbacks that would 
mandate unsustainable logging levels. We have continued to 
protect old-growth forests both east and west of the Cascades, 
and advocated for new protections for high-desert wilderness. 

The Sierra Club is the state’s pre-eminent organization that 
works to protect forests and wildlife at the state capitol in Salem. 
Early in 2012, we faced a raft of threats to these values at the 
Oregon legislature, though legislators were only in session for 
one month. Working until the final hours of the session, we 
successfully defeated legislation that would have cleared the 
way for eliminating the state’s longest-lived wolf pack; legislation 
that would have overturned a nearly 20-year ban on hunting 
cougars with dogs; and legislation that would have mandated 
unsustainable clearcutting on state-owned forest lands.

As the legislative session ended, we quickly shifted to pushing the 
Oregon Board of Forestry to adopt new rules to create protected 
conservation areas on state forests like the Tillamook, Clatsop, 
Elliott, Santiam and other state forests. In July, these efforts paid 
off, in a historic move, the Board of Forestry directed the State 
Forester to create a new land management classification for ‘high 
conservation value’ areas that will be protected for fish, wildlife 
and recreation. In order to achieve this, we partnered with fish 
protection groups and organized communities in Tillamook, 
Clatsop and Washington counties to show overwhelming public 

pRoteCtinG ouR puBliC lAnDs & WilDliFe



Project, which will achieve these goals in a vast area east of Bend, 
creating a model for future forest restoration efforts. Additionally 
in 2012 we built support for permanent protection for the forests 
and waters of Waldo Lake, in the high Cascades of central 
Oregon. We generated thousands of comments to the Oregon 
Marine Board to uphold their ban on gas-powered motors 
on one of the world’s most pristine lakes. And, in an effort to 
build greater public support for preserving this area, we have 
led hundreds of Oregonians on outings into the unprotected 
backcountry near Waldo Lake. These efforts will continue 
throughout 2013. 

In western Oregon, we worked successfully to block federal 
legislation that would have put more than 1 million acres of 
publicly-owned western Oregon Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) forests into a ‘timber trust’ managed like private industrial 
timber lands, where massive clearcuts and steep-slope logging 
dominate the landscape. We can expect continuing efforts to 
undermine protections for western Oregon BLM lands, as well  
as National Forests, throughout 2013. 

Further, we continued our efforts to secure lasting protections 
for Oregon’s high desert jewels, like the 2 million-acre Owyhee 
Canyonlands. We sponsored the annual Owyhee Rendezvous 
once again in 2012, bringing numerous of Oregonians closer to 
this remote, beautiful and unprotected corner of Oregon and 
giving them the opportunity to learn more about Oregon’s high 
deserts and express their views to agency staff responsible for 
managing these lands. We are hopeful that our efforts to protect 
this area as a National Monument will ultimately lead to greater 
protections for this unique Oregon wonder. 

pRoteCtinG ouR puBliC lAnDs & WilDliFe
volunteeR spotliGHt
Alison HAmwAy  ~  Alison has been a resident of Bend 
since 1992 where she works full-time as a labor relations 
representative for a local labor union. When not working, 
she has brought her love of hiking, Nordic skiing, kayaking, 
and experiencing Oregon’s forests, deserts and rivers to her 
efforts with the Sierra Club for the last 30 years.  
As a Sierra Club outings leader, Alison 
especially enjoys getting other people 
excited about protecting our natural 
surroundings by helping them 
experience for themselves  
the wilderness areas around us.

nAte Bellinger  ~  As a law 
student at the University of Oregon with  
a focus on environmental law, Nate brings both expertise 
and a youthful energy to the Many Rivers Group. While Nate 
initially became involved in the Sierra Club to help protect 
Oregon’s Central Cascades from development, during the 
past year he has directed his energy toward engaging the 

people of Eugene to stop coal 
trains from entering and harming 
their community. “Currently, we are 
facing many serious environmental 
problems, most notably climate 
change. I am determined to do 
everything within my power to 
protect our natural resources and 
the environment for current and 
future generations.” 
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mission & GoAls
The Sierra Club’s Oregon Chapter has worked to protect 
Oregon’s environment and natural resources since 1978. 
Today our conservation priorities include protecting 
Oregon’s wild forests and high deserts, stopping the 
development of liquefied natural gas pipelines and 
terminals, and moving Oregon from burning coal to 
producing clean energy.

Our program work involves efforts to influence legislative 
and administrative decisions, as well as political elections, 
that impact Oregon’s environment. We also conduct a wide 
array of activities that engage members and the general 
public in efforts to explore, enjoy, and protect our shared 
environment; including outdoor hikes, service activities, 
community forums, and research efforts.

FinAnCiAls
The Oregon Chapter’s fiscal year runs from January 1 to 
December 31. The income and expense figures denoted 
to the right are estimates based on the Oregon Chapter’s 
previous 12 month actuals.

exploRe, enjoy, AnD 
pRoteCt ouR plAnet.

WHo We ARe & WHAt We Do



tHe people
oregon CHApter exeCutive Committee
Borden Beck, Chair
Larry Pennington, Vice-Chair
Russ Rotondi, Secretary
Marguerite Marks, Treasurer
Harry Anderton
Heidi Dahlin
Bruce Encke
Jeff Fryer

CHApter & regionAl stAff
Cesia Kearns, Beyond Coal Campaign Representative
A.J. Marks, Development Coordinator
Brian Pasko, Chapter Director
Chris Smith, State Forest Campaign Organizer
Laura Stevens, Beyond Coal Campaign Organizer

The Oregon Chapter’s Executive Committee functions as our 
Board of Directors. Annually, our members play an important 
role in selecting this leadership team. 

Please vote in this year’s elections 
using the included ballot and  

envelope, which must be received  
by December 31, 2012.

volunteeR spotliGHt
Heidi dAHlin  ~  A middle school 
teacher who lives in rural Clackamas 
County, Heidi’s involvement with 
the Oregon Chapter started back 
in 1999. Although she is interested 
in a broad range of conservation 
issues across the state, her passion 
is for the high desert region of 
Oregon. Each year she especially 
looks forward to helping organize the Owyhee 
Canyonlands Rendezvous and the Steens Mountain fence 
pull. ”I feel that with each event I get from the land as much 
as I give.” Heidi is determined to see Oregon’s incredible 
beauty preserved for future generations, including her  
six grandchildren. 

ted gleiCHmAn  ~  Ted has 
been an active member of the 
Sierra Club for the past 20 years 
and brings a vigorous dedication 
to promoting renewable energy 
and a sustainable culture. Ted likes 
to point out that he has “a 95-year-
old father-in-law and a two-year-old 

grandson. If my grandson lives to my father-in-law’s age, 
he’ll see 2106. Even an aging boomer like me is only one 
degree of separation from climate catastrophe—if we don’t 
change.” Ted views his work as chairperson of the Oregon 
Chapter LNG Committee as “the best way I know to honor 
my grandson.”

Greg Jacob
Christine Lewis
Sally Nunn
Bob Palzer
David Stowe
Sean Sullivan
Gretchen Valido



youR GiFt mAtteRs
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club survives and thrives on 
the generosity of people just like you. As you’ve read in this 
report, Oregon’s environment will face many significant threats 
in the year ahead, and the Sierra Club needs your financial 
support so that we can continue to protect the health and 
environment of our home state.

Your membership to the Sierra Club helps support important 
national programs and our lobbying efforts in Washington D.C. 
However, we guarantee that 100% of your gift to the Oregon 
Chapter will be spent right here in Oregon and will be used 
to protect Oregon’s high deserts and forests and strengthen 
Oregon’s renewable energy future. Please consider using 
the enclosed envelope to make a gift to the Oregon Chapter 
today in an amount that is meaningful and significant to you.

A Will is A WAy
Not everyone can make a large gift to protect the environment 
during their lifetime, but you can create a lasting legacy by 
remembering the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club in your 
will. By creating a charitable bequest to the Oregon Chapter 
of the Sierra Club, you remain in control of your assets during 
your lifetime and help protect Oregon’s environment for 
generations to come. And, planning now may make your gift 
more meaningful and reduce taxes on your estate. 

We can help you navigate the many gift-giving options that 
are available and help you tailor your gift to meet your needs. 
We can even provide specific estate planning language and 
suggestions to you or your advisors. 

In July we held our fourth annual “Sierra Club Shindig,” 
which has been affectionately described as “an interesting 
cross between an annual dinner, backyard barbeque, and  
a neighborhood block party.” About 150 members joined  
us this year. We ate great food, honored several outstanding 
volunteers, and applauded the Corvallis City Council for 
passing Oregon’s strongest plastic bag law. We were also 
entertained by teacher and author Robin Cody, who read 
us stories from his book “Voyage of the Summer Sun” that 
details his 82-day canoe trip down the Columbia River. 
However you describe the Shindig, it was a lot of fun  
and we hope you will join us next year! 

sieRRA CluB sHinDiG

you CAn Help



HelpinG tHe enviRonment 
WHile you WoRk 
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club is a proud member 
of EarthShare Oregon. EarthShare helps over 70 Oregon 
conservation organizations connect with people in their 
workplace, making it easy for people to give to the Sierra Club 
and our conservation partners through their regular paycheck. 

What does this mean to you? If you work for the State of 
Oregon, the Federal Government, Kaiser Permanente, NW 
Natural, PGE, or one of more than 100 other employers,  
you can make a regular donation from your paycheck 
that benefits your favorite Oregon 
conservation groups, including the 
Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club.

EarthShare’s workplace giving options make it easy for you  
to share responsibility for stewarding Oregon’s environmental 
legacy. If your workplace is not currently involved in an 
EarthShare giving campaign, we can help you set one up.  
 

For more information about planned giving or work place 
giving, please call Brian Pasko, Oregon Chapter Director at  
503-238-0442 x301 or email at brian.pasko@sierraclub.org.

 

volunteeR spotliGHt
mike Brinkley  ~  Mike first 
became a member of the Sierra 
Club 25 years ago, and became 
an active volunteer after retiring 
in 2010. As both a scientist and 
an avid outdoorsman, Mike was a 
natural fit to become a core Sierra 
Club volunteer leader. Today, he 

focuses his volunteer time as an advocate for watershed 
conservation and restoration, and as an outings leader for 
the Many Rivers Group of the Oregon Chapter in Eugene. 

irene & ArmAnd sCHoppy  ~  Even as children 
growing up in New Jersey, Irene and Armand have always 
enjoyed outdoor activities. Irene grew up in a rural area, 
and spent most of her childhood in the woods and garden 
and riding her bike. As a boy, Armand enjoyed many 
family camping trips. One early backpack trip was with 
his Boy Scout troop; a 50-miler into the Smoky Mountains. 
Today they are a husband and wife team who co-lead 
Sierra Club outings together. Irene really enjoys mixing 
poetry and readings 
into their outings. 
They have led Earth 
Day hikes with 
poetry celebrating 
the earth and 
Halloween hikes  
with scary stories  
and tales.
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We’re on Facebook and Twitter, 
and also send out a monthly digital 

newsletter, The Oregon Update. These emails are full of 
great information about events, activities, actions, and other 
happenings within the Oregon Sierra Club. To subscribe, 
visit our website or send us your email address using the 
enclosed envelope.

oReGon.sieRRACluB.oRG 
503-238-0442

ConneCt WitH us!

Get involveD!
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As you page through this annual report, you’ll discover that 
we have a lot of work to do in the coming year to protect 
the Oregon we all know and love. If you share the Sierra 
Club’s vision for our home state, please consider giving us 
some of your time in the year ahead. There are so many 
ways to get involved, no matter where in Oregon you live.

The Sierra Club is the nation’s oldest and largest grassroots 
organization for a reason—our volunteers are an integral 
part of everything we do. Whether you’re interested in 
participating in a regularly scheduled hike, attending one 
of our many program nights, tabling at an event, helping 
fundraise, or just lending your handy skills around the office, 
there’s a place for you.

You can learn more about our events and activities on our 
website at www.oregon.sierraclub.org. And, we encourage 
you to take a minute and fill out our online volunteer 

form. This volunteer form helps us connect you with volunteer 
opportunities that best fit your skills and interests. Thanks for 
getting involved. Our success depends on the involvement of 
people like you!


