2013 Community Report FOR OUR OREGON CHAPTER

Exploring, Enjoying,
& Protecting Oregon since 1978

Rising to the Challenge
They said it couldn’t be done. Late last year when the Sierra Club

for instance, is leading an international battle to protect the world

proposed a legislative ban on motorboats and float planes on

from the climate impacts that would occur from shipping western

Oregon’s second largest lake, there were admittedly some blank

coal overseas using our region’s rail lines and ports. Coal export

stares across the table. There might have even been a few snickers.

in Oregon would mean mile-long coal trains passing through
our urban communities, increasing risks of respiratory illness,

But after years of attending public hearings, making legal

and lengthening critical response times for emergency vehicles.

arguments, and fighting the Oregon aviation board’s dogged

We’re using every tool in the box—from top-notch organizing to

insistence on allowing float planes on Waldo Lake (one of the

lobbying to legal action—to ensure that every Pacific Northwest

three purest lakes in the world), we knew it was time for bold

coal export proposal is rejected.

action to protect one of Oregon’s most special places. So when
our state legislature convened in February, we began mobilizing

And then there’s our State Forest campaign. By partnering with

our members who made hundreds of calls and sent thousands

key fishing groups and mobilizing people from across the state,

of emails. One legislator at a time, we built the bipartisan support

earlier this year we successfully convinced the Oregon Board of

necessary to protect Waldo Lake for future generations of

Forestry to create a new lands classification that will help protect

Oregonians. When Governor Kitzhaber signed SB 602 into law,

important salmon and wildlife habitat in our state forests.

his action ensured the quiet solitude sought by paddlers, hikers,
and bikers and significantly reduced the risk of pollution and

Inside, you’ll read more about how the Sierra Club’s volunteers

invasive species spread in Waldo Lake.

and staff are rising to the challenge of defending Oregon’s
environment and natural resources—no matter how powerful

And we’re just getting started! The passage of SB 602 was only

the opponent or daunting the political circumstance. You’ll

the first step toward our vision to preserve nearly 80,000 acres of

also discover how people just like you are critical to our work

unprotected forest around Waldo Lake—a region that boasts over

in Oregon. Whether you’ve responded to one of our email

100 lakes, countless meadows, over 200 species of fish and wildlife,

action alerts, played a supporting role in a campaigns, or made

and the largest stand of old-growth Mountain Hemlock in the

a personally meaningful donation allowing us to bolster our

West. Behind the scenes, our volunteers have been meeting with

conservation work, you too are the reason for our success!

decision-makers, tabling at community events, leading outings,

Thank you so much for your help and support. Together we

and more to build public support for our “Keep Waldo Wild” vision.

are accomplishing great things for Oregon!

As you take the time to explore this community report, you’ll
realize that our effort to protect Waldo Lake is just one example
of the many important fights that Sierra Club volunteers and

Brian Pasko, Director of Oregon Chapter Sierra Club

staff are picking and winning every day. Our coal campaign,

brian.pasko@sierraclub.org 503-238-0442 x301

Protecting Our Public Lands & Wildlife
The Sierra Club worked again in 2013 for the
protection of Oregon’s forests, deserts, and wildlife.
We have continued to preserve old-growth forests
both east and west of the Cascades, advocated
for new protections for high-desert wilderness,
and made real progress toward the protection of
our state forests.

Indeed, 2013 was a banner year for the iconic state forests on
Oregon’s north coast, as we strengthened our partnership with
a number of fish protection groups and organized communities
in Tillamook, Clatsop, and Washington counties. March saw two
heavily attended public hearings regarding the Department of
Forestry’s new “High Value Conservation Areas.” Due in large
part to the Club’s turnout at these hearings, the Board of Forestry
unanimously approved this new land classification in June.
Additionally, the Club has been engaging our members and
working closely with decision-makers as the Board of Forestry
develops an alternative forest management plan that will guide
the stewardship of the Tillamook and Clatsop State Forests for

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

the next decade or more. We hope and expect that the new plan

The 2013 Oregon Legislative session was a busy one for the

wildlife habitat, diverse recreation opportunities, clean drinking

Oregon Chapter. We tracked many bills, had countless meetings

water sources, and carbon sequestration.

will provide superior conservation outcomes that support fish and

with legislators, and provided important testimony to legislative
committees. Perhaps our biggest accomplishment of the session

Meanwhile, we also continued our work to protect old-growth

was the passage of Senate Bill 602, which banned the use of

forests in central and eastern Oregon. Sierra Club volunteers

motorized boats and floatplanes on Waldo Lake. We also achieved

worked tirelessly this year to advance collaborative approaches

real progress in the development of solar energy in Oregon, and

that protect old-growth habitat and wildlife, create jobs in

established new and strong energy efficiency standards for battery

forest restoration, and reduce risk of wildfire near communities.

chargers, televisions, and outdoor lighting. Add in our work on

Our volunteer leaders’ participation with the diverse array of

energy performance standards, protecting endangered wolves,

stakeholders on the Deschutes Collaborative Land and Forest

stopping logging proposals, and defending

Restoration is working to achieve these goals in a vast area east of

Oregon’s Renewable Portfolio

Bend while creating a model for future forest restoration efforts.

Standards, and you can see that
we had our hands full. Check out

In 2013 we also worked to build support for permanent

our website for a full recap.

protection for the forests and waters of Waldo Lake—one of the
world’s most pristine water bodies, high in the central Oregon
Cascades. In addition to our outstanding victory in the Oregon

v o l u nt e e r s p o tli gh t
Legislature, we have launched a campaign to preserve nearly

Christopher Bowker ~ Ever since he moved to

80,000 acres of wild, roadless forest in the Waldo Lake-Maiden

Portland in 2011 to attend graduate school at Portland State

Peak area. In 2014, we plan to seek Congressional approval

University for engineering, Christopher Bowker has been a

for the designation of additional Wilderness and Forest

hard-working and committed member of the community.

Conservation Areas around Waldo Lake to protect it from

After initially getting involved with the Oregon Chapter

logging and motorized vehicle use, while continuing to allow use

through a summer internship, Christopher has carried on his

of the area’s trails by mountain bikers and trail running groups.

commitment to the Sierra Club and environmental issues by
remaining active with the Columbia

In western Oregon, among other issues, we’ve been heavily

Group. Christopher, an engineer at

engaged in efforts to combat plans to put more than 1 million

Portland Water Bureau, applies his

acres of the publicly owned Oregon and California Railroad

technical background and expertise

(O&C) Lands into a “timber trust” managed like private industrial

in engineering to the water

timber lands, where massive clearcuts and steep-slope logging

conservation work about which

dominate the landscape. Working with allies in Oregon and

he is most passionate.

Washington, D.C., the Sierra Club opposed a misguided bill
from Representatives DeFazio, Schrader, and Walden that would

Amanda Caffall ~ An enthusiastic advocate, lawyer,

increase logging in these forests while also waiving key federal

community organizer, and bike commuter, Amanda Caffall

environmental laws and providing inadequate protections for fish

brings a fresh energy to the Sierra Club. Driven by her

and wildlife. In the coming year we will work to ensure that the

determination to empower the environmental community

U.S. Senate provides a backstop against the terrible O&C bill

to cultivate public policy decisions that will create a more

passed by the House.

sustainable future, Amanda has become an active member
of the Sierra Club. She most recently demonstrated her

Finally, this year we also worked to secure lasting protections

talents for leading and organizing during this year’s Shindig.

for Oregon’s high desert jewels, like the 2 million-acre Owyhee

When Amanda has the rare

Canyonlands. The annual Owyhee Rendezvous again brought

opportunity to take a break

numerous Oregonians closer to this remote, beautiful, and

from working for the public

unprotected corner of Oregon. The Rendezvous gave them the

good, she enjoys hiking and

opportunity to learn more about Oregon’s high deserts and to

swimming in natural bodies

express their views to agency staff responsible for managing

of water.

these lands. We are hopeful that our efforts to protect this area
as a National Monument will lead to greater protections for this
unique Oregon wonder.

Securing OUR Clean Energy Future
Over the past year, the Oregon Chapter of the

BUILDING A RENEWABLE FUTURE

Sierra Club has ramped up our work to secure

This year, we worked in the Oregon Legislature to pass House

a clean energy future for Oregon, our nation,

and directs the Public Utility Commission to conduct a study

and the planet. We have worked to support the

to evaluate barriers and make recommendations for expanding

expansion of energy efficiency programs for

sets the stage for an even stronger push the Sierra Club and our

homes, schools, and businesses statewide.

conservation partners will make in the 2015 legislative session

We’ve made it easier for Sierra Club members

renewable energy projects in Oregon.

and others to switch to solar energy and reduce

Additionally, our partnership with Oregon-based solar installer

their electricity bills. We played a major role
in passing a bill in Salem to encourage the
development of solar power in the state. And we

Bill 2893, which extends Oregon’s current solar pilot program

the production of solar power throughout the state. HB 2893

seeking a long-term state strategy for incentivizing distributed

RS Energy entered its third year and we expanded the “Go
Solar with the Sierra Club” program by adding a new partner,
Imagine Energy. The Go Solar program continues to provide
Sierra Club members and supporters with low cost solar
installation options, but this year brought a set of new energy-

were heavily engaged in work to stop the export

savings products like radiant heating, heat pump water heaters,

of dirty and dangerous fossil fuels from Oregon.

and geothermal. Learn more at www.oregon.sierraclub.org/solar.
We also continued our energy efficient homes program with our
partners at the High Road Contractors and Community Alliance
and Laborers’ International Union. This program helps Sierra
Club members get a “home energy remodel” by connecting
them with companies that are committed to providing family
wage jobs while performing the highest quality work to make
homes more comfortable and energy efficient. Learn more at
www.oregon.sierraclub.org/homeenergy.

BLOCKING FOSSIL FUEL EXPORTS
In addition to these efforts to reduce Oregon’s greenhouse gas
emissions and clean up our energy supply, we are working to

prevent Oregon from becoming an exporter of dirty fossil fuels

the Port of Morrow, near Boardman on the Columbia River,

like coal and liquefied natural gas (LNG). No coal or natural gas

and for Longview, Washington, just across the Columbia from

is mined or produced in Oregon, but our ports, rail lines, rivers,

Rainier, Oregon. Both of these facilities would bring coal

and communities are now being targeted by an unprecedented

by train or barge through the Columbia River Gorge, and

wave of fossil fuel export plans from some of the world’s largest

would export enough coal to drastically increase Oregon’s

energy companies.

greenhouse gas emissions and undermine all of our progress

BEYOND NATURAL GAS

energy efforts. Given these enormous implications for the

toward closing the Boardman coal plant and other clean

For years, the Sierra Club battled and defeated proposals to

Pacific Northwest, we have been seeking to have the U.S.

develop LNG import terminals in sensitive coast areas that

Army Corps of Engineers prepare a region-wide Environmental

would have required hundreds of miles of gas pipelines crossing

Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the many potential impacts

innumerable rivers and streams, old-growth forests, and private

of these projects. Unsurprisingly, the Corps has resisted that

and public lands. Today, two companies have reversed their

idea, but we will continue to press that issue and to demand

plans and are now attempting to build LNG export terminals

a comprehensive EIS for the Port of Morrow site, rather than

and pipelines near Astoria and Coos Bay and use them to ship

the minimal Environmental Assessment currently planned.

American natural gas overseas. We are weighing in with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and other administrative

Meanwhile, because of its very real impacts on Oregon,

agencies in efforts to have the LNG export and pipeline

the Sierra Club has also been working intensely to maximize

development permits denied. Oregon is just one of many

the public outcry surrounding the proposed coal export

areas around the country where gas companies have proposed

terminal in Longview. The Corps of Engineers, Washington

to export U.S. gas reserves, made abundant and cheap by

Department of Ecology, and Cowlitz County began holding

controversial “fracking” drilling technologies that have polluted

hearings and accepting public comments on the proposal in

ground water in many states. Working with the Sierra Club’s

September 2013.

national Beyond Natural Gas campaign, we will continue to be
involved in both nationwide and local efforts to prevent these

Just this year, the Sierra Club organized dozens of phone banks,

LNG exports.

tabling events, and door knocks, and mobilized thousands

BEYOND COAL

of people in Oregon and Washington to attend rallies and
hearings and to sign petitions. In the street, in the capitol, and

Coal export proposals for Oregon and Washington have

in the courthouse, we will continue fighting these ill-advised

emerged as highly visible environmental issues in the state and

and irresponsible proposals in the coming year and will need

the Sierra Club has been very involved in them this year. We have

your voice and your support if we are to succeed. The future

focused much attention on the coal export facilities planned for

of our state, region, and planet are riding on the outcome.

WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO
Mission & Goals

SOURCES OF INCOME

$251,130.45

The Sierra Club’s Oregon Chapter has worked to protect
Oregon’s environment and natural resources since 1978.

Allocation
from National
$63,722.47

Today our conservation priorities include protecting Oregon’s
wild forests and high deserts, stopping the development of
liquefied natural gas pipelines and terminals, and moving
Oregon from burning coal to producing clean energy.

25%
Grants
$116,283.61

46%
Donations
$63,542.46

25%

Our program work involves efforts to influence legislative and
administrative decisions, as well as political elections, that
impact Oregon’s environment. We also conduct a wide array
of activities that engage members and the general public in
efforts to explore, enjoy, and protect our shared environment,
including outdoor hikes, service activities, community forums,

1%
Solar Program 2%
Miscellaneous
$3,280.00
$4,301.91

and research efforts.

Financials

SOURCESThe
OFOregon
INCOME
$251,130.45
Chapter’s
fiscal year runs from January 1 to

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

$266,780.56

December 31. The income and expense figures denoted
Administrative/Office
$49,322.80

to the right are estimates based on the Oregon Chapter’s
Allocation
previous 12 month actuals.
from National
$63,722.47
25%
Grants
$116,283.61

46%

Explore,
enjoy,
and
Donations
25%
$63,542.46
protect our
planet.
1%
Solar Program 2%
Miscellaneous
$3,280.00
$4,301.91

19%
Programs
$177,088.61

66%

14%

Fundraising
$38,366.15
1% Miscellaneous
$2,003.00

volunteer spotlight
THE PEOPLE
Oregon Chapter Executive Committee
Jeff Fryer
Larry Pennington, Chair
Heinz Holzapfel
Amanda Cafall, Vice-Chair
Greg Jacob
Russ Rotondi, Secretary
Christine Lewis
Harry Anderton, Treasurer
Sally Nunn
Borden Beck
Bob Palzer
Heidi Dahlin
Gretchen Valido
Bruce Encke
Chapter & Regional Staff
Brian Pasko, Chapter Director
Rhett Lawrence, Conservation Director
Chris Smith, State Forest Campaign Organizer

Cathleen Corlett ~ Upon moving
back to Eugene, Cathleen Corlett first
became involved with the Oregon
Sierra Club because she wanted to go
on hikes and meet people with similar
interests. After learning there was not
an active local outings program, she
re-launched one. Cathleen, who envisions a future that
fosters the health of urban, rural, and wild places, is
dedicated to raising awareness about conservation issues,
particularly about the Hardesty Wildlands. She jokes that
“nobody ever sees the ‘whole elephant’ since they see just
one of my selves: wife, parent, landscape architect, gardener,
artist, adjunct instructor, and cat-wrangler.”

Hilary Shohoney, Administrative Assistant

David Stowe ~ A Bend native,

Cesia Kearns, Beyond Coal Campaign Representative

David Stowe got involved with

Laura Stevens, Beyond Coal Campaign Organizer

the Sierra Club through outings.

Amy Hojnowski, Beyond Coal Campaign Representative

As the need for community

Melissa Provinsal, Arctic Campaign Organizer

environmental activism became
more apparent, David got more
involved with the Club. He’s been
a dynamic volunteer on many

The Oregon Chapter’s Executive Committee

projects for the Juniper Group: outings leader, stalwart

functions as our Board of Directors. Annually,

of the Keep Waldo Wild campaign, representative on the

our members play an important role in selecting this

Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project, and member of

leadership team. Please vote in this year’s elections

the East Side Forest Committee. When not volunteering

using the included ballot and envelope, which must

for the Chapter, David spends time with his family, working

be received by December 31, 2013.

at a public relations firm, and as a member of the local
tribal council.

you can help
YOUR GIFT MATTERS
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club survives and thrives on
the generosity of people just like you. As you’ve read in this
report, Oregon’s environment will face many significant threats
in the year ahead, and the Sierra Club needs your financial
support so that we can continue to protect the health and
environment of our home state.

Helping the Environment
while you Work
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club is a proud member
of EarthShare Oregon. EarthShare helps over 70 Oregon
conservation organizations connect with people in their
workplace, making it easy for people to give to the Sierra Club
and our conservation partners through their regular paycheck.

Your membership in the Sierra Club helps support important

What does this mean for you? If you work for the State of

national programs and our lobbying efforts in Washington D.C.

Oregon, the Federal Government, Kaiser Permanente, NW

However, we guarantee that 100% of your gift to the Oregon

Natural, PGE, or one of more than 100 other employers, you

Chapter will be spent right here in Oregon and used to protect

can make a regular donation from your paycheck that benefits

Oregon’s high deserts and forests and strengthen Oregon’s

your favorite Oregon conservation groups, including the

renewable energy future. Please consider using the enclosed

Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club.

envelope to make a gift to the Oregon Chapter today in an
amount that is meaningful and significant to you.

A Will is a Way

EarthShare’s workplace giving options make it easy for you
to share responsibility for stewarding Oregon’s environmental
legacy. If your workplace is not currently involved in an

Not everyone can make a large gift to protect the environment

EarthShare giving campaign,

during their lifetime, but you can create a lasting legacy by

we can help you set one up.

remembering the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club in your
will. By creating a charitable bequest to the Oregon Chapter

For more information about planned giving or work place

of the Sierra Club, you remain in control of your assets during

giving, please call Brian Pasko, Oregon Chapter Director at

your lifetime and help protect Oregon’s environment for

503-238-0442 x301 or email at brian.pasko@sierraclub.org.

generations to come. And planning now may make your gift
more meaningful and reduce taxes on your estate.
We can help you navigate the many gift-giving options that

A special thank you to the photographers that contributed

are available and help you tailor your gift to meet your needs.

their photos to this community report: Mac Goest, Daryl Lloyd,

We can even provide specific estate planning language and

Brian Pasko, Sue Stafford, Lisa Schmidt, Irene Schoppy, Alex

suggestions to you or your advisors.

Milan Tracy, Richard Turk, and Gretchen Valido.

volunteer spotlight
Bob Palzer ~ A Sierra Club member

Exploring & PROTECTING

for over fifty years, Bob Palzer has been
involved in an array of initiatives. An
admiration of John Muir led Bob to
join the John Muir Chapter in college.
Now a semi-retired chemistry professor,
Bob enjoys applying his experience to
solving environmental issues. Currently,
he is Vice Chair of the Rogue Group and its representative
on the Chapter ExCom, as well as air quality issue
coordinator for both. He is a longstanding member of the
Sierra Club’s Clean Air Team, which recently received the
Club’s Outstanding Achievement Award. Bob and his wife
Jody enjoy hiking, biking, traveling, and skiing.
Bill Hart ~ An architect in Portland, Bill Hart joined
the Sierra Club because of his appreciation for Oregon’s
environment. He had the opportunity to enjoy Eastern
Oregon’s high desert and realized we needed to preserve
the area for future generations.
Bill is an active and vital member
of the High Desert Committee,
and is particularly enamored
with the Owyhee Canyonlands.

Every year, volunteers across Oregon lead hundreds of

He is highly involved in securing

Sierra Club outings to Oregon’s special places, helping fulfill

protection for this wild area

our mission to “explore, enjoy, and protect” the planet.

and leads Owyhee Rendezvous

Of note are the dozens of outings led by our High Desert,

hiking trips every year. In his free

State Forest, and Eastside campaign committees, which are

time, Bill enjoys photography,

designed to educate the public and recruit new volunteers

cycling, hiking, and golf.

to help us advance these important conservation initiatives.
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Get INVOLVED!
As you page through this annual report, you’ll discover that

helps us connect you with volunteer opportunities that best

we have a lot of work to do in the coming year to protect

fit your skills and interests. Thanks for getting involved. Our

the Oregon we all know and love. If you share the Sierra

success depends on the involvement of people like you!

Club’s vision for our home state, please consider giving us
some of your time in the year ahead. There are so many
ways to get involved, no matter where in Oregon you live.

CONNECT W IT H US !

The Sierra Club is the nation’s oldest and largest grassroots

We’re on Facebook and Twitter,

organization for a reason—our volunteers are an integral

and also send out a regular digital

part of everything we do. Whether you’re interested in

newsletter, the Oregon Update.

participating in a regularly scheduled hike, attending one

These emails are full of great information about events,

of our many program nights, tabling at an event, helping

activities, actions, and other happenings with the Oregon

fundraise, or just lending your handy skills around the office,

Sierra Club. To subscribe, visit our website or send us your

there’s a place for you!

email address using the enclosed envelope.

You can learn more about our events and activities at
www.oregon.sierraclub.org. And we encourage you to take
a minute to fill out our online volunteer form. This form

Oregon.SierraClub.org
503-238-0442

